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Opening Times:
14th February – 20th December, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day
Every Day except Tuesday: 10.00 am until Last Admission 16.00 pm

Admission:
£6 Adults, £5 Concessions, Under 16s Free
Annual Pass £15, £14 Concessions

Coaches & Groups
Coach Parties and Groups welcome. Save £1 on admission price with  
a pre-booking. Telephone: 01388 743750

How to Find Us:
15 minute walk or 2 minute taxi from Bishop Auckland Train Station,
Durham 12 miles, Darlington 13 miles, Newcastle upon Tyne 30 miles
From A1 motorway take A688 to Bishop Auckland (9.5 miles)

Parking:
Please use public car parks signposted, there is no parking on site 
except for Disabled Parking.

Accessibility
Wheelchair access to all areas. Assistance Dogs welcome.  
To ensure your safety and enjoyment, please contact Castle in  
advance of your visit.

Contact Us:

Auckland Castle, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7NR
Telephone: 01388 743750
enquiries@aucklandcastle.org

www.aucklandcastle.org

All details are correct at time of going to print. 
Opening times are subject to change. Check the 
website for up to date details.

Library Tea Room
Settle back into a deep leather armchair surrounded by 
ancient tomes, and enjoy an authentic Library lunch or high 
tea in the atmospheric heart of Auckland Castle. Loose leaf 
speciality teas, dainty sandwiches, fine wines, celebrated 
soups, home-baked cakes and scones, and splendid 
surroundings make this an occasion to remember.

Shop
Before you leave take time to seek out our little gem of a 
shop, with our own range of special mementos and gift ideas 
for all the family and every pocket.

St Peter’s Chapel
Wonder at the spectacular ceiling, ornate woodwork and  
story-telling of the stained glass windows of Europe’s largest 
private chapel. Built originally as a Great Hall for Bishop Hugh 
du Puiset, it is the earliest stone built part of the castle to 
survive dating back to the early 13th century.

Spanish Masters
Marvel at the thirteen exquisite paintings of Jacob and his 
Twelve Sons that have hung in a purpose built gallery setting 
within the palace for over 250 years. These monumental 
and arresting masterpieces by the Spanish Master Francisco 
de Zurbarán (1598-1664) are amongst the most significant 
treasures of religious art in Europe, and have their own very 
special story to tell. A Palace fit for Kings, 

built for Prince Bishops
Auckland Castle Trust is transforming this 900 year old Bishop’s 
Palace from an unknown and almost unvisited private dwelling 
into a vibrant and fascinating visitor experience.  Auckland 
Castle stands apart as the medieval  home and hunting lodge 
of the Prince Bishops of Durham who for centuries  were equal 
in power to the Kings of England.  Within this stunning Gothic 
palace today– you will uncover the stories of the  men of great 
power, wealth, faith and passion, who resided here against a 
backdrop of  nearly one thousand years of British history that 
played out within its walls and the surrounding parkland.
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Seasonal Events
Additional charges may apply. 
Please see website for prices, timings and conditions. 

Febfest
Monday 9th – Saturday 28th February
Auckland Castle plays host to a number of events in this 
popular local arts festival. See www.febfest.co.uk for details.

Easter Frenzy
Good Friday, 3rd April – Easter Sunday, 4th April
A whirl of a weekend for all the family with quizzes, trails 
and a monster egg hunt in the grounds and parkland.

Museum at Night
Thursday 14th – Saturday 16th May
Behind the scenes of the Palace after dark – experience 
Auckland Castle as you never have before as part of the 
national Museums at Night festival.

The Big Draw
Saturday 24th – Sunday 25th October
Dots and Doodles - join in with this fabulous national festival 
of drawing and take advantage of tips and techniques from 
local artists.

All Hallows In the Park
Saturday 31st October
Celebrate Hallowe’en with a medieval twist and be prepared 
for a surprise or two along the way as mischievous tales of 
Bishops past and present, mixed with local fables, are played 
out along a riveting trail meandering through the Castle’s 
parkland.

A Castle Christmas and Christmas Fair
Friday 20th November – Sunday 20th December
We are literally decking the halls with boughs of holly in 
traditional splendour. Sample our tasty seasonal treats in the 
café,  pick up something special in the gift shop or get into 
the spirit of the festive season early with a browse around 
our Christmas Market (dates to be confirmed).

Events will continue to be added throughout the year so 
make sure to keep checking our website for all the latest 
information about what’s happening at the castle. 

Tel: 01388 743750
www.aucklandcastle.org

Enjoy, Play and Discover
Free with Admission

Every weekend and during school holidays, we 
offer an increasingly full activity programme for 
all the family. 

Please check on the website for details of the activities 
on offer and times.  

Highlights for 2015 include: 

Geocaching
Test your skills with a treasure hunt with a difference using 
your own ‘tracker’ device to discover hidden containers and 
unlock the challenges and puzzles they contain.

Walks on the Wildside
Uncovering what is literally under your feet and above your 
head. With partners Durham Wildlife Trust you have the 
chance to see the parkland in a new light.

Creative Crafties
Informal art and craft sessions for all the family – learn new 
skills, or create your own masterpiece.

Stories to Stir
Let our resident Storyteller and Bard transport you back 
to forgotten lands to encounter mythical creatures and 
legendary characters fit for a medieval palace.

Hidden Treasures
Curator-led sessions exploring some of the Castle’s most 
sacred artefacts

‘Boaring Trails’
Inside and out there is Big Game to hunt. Try to spot our 
mascot Bosley Boar hidden all over the Palace, or search 
further afield across the parkland to discover a monster 
sculpture of our favourite medieval porker.

Exhibitions 2015
June – August
The Birth of the Blues

The story of how a casual kick around between theology 
students at the Castle gave birth to Bishop Auckland’s 
celebrated ‘Blues’ Football Club and all the successes and 
anecdotes that have followed since.

June – September
Art in the Chapel

The Castle will play  host  to a major arts installation that 
evocatively responds to its context, and challenges all your 
senses and preconceptions about faith. 

September - December
Plots and Spangles

The Guy Fawkes story comes to life through the resplendent 
embroidered vestments created by Helena Wintour in the 
aftermath of the execution of her three brothers in 1606 for 
their part in the Gunpowder Plot.

Please refer to website for dates and further details.

Tel: 01388 743750
www.aucklandcastle.org

Auckland Park
Explore the beautiful medieval and Georgian Parkland 
surrounding the Palace; home to a charming Gothic  
revival Deer House built in 1760 to provide the Bishops’  
deer with food and shelter and to act as a grand folly for 
entertaining guests.
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This is the Wintour White, or Alleluia Chasuble, acknowledged as 
‘by permission of the British Province of the Society of Jesus’
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